the basis for its efficiency, lie in the two very different time scales associated with the 25 sporangium closure. The simple structure of the sporangium belies the complexity of its 26 action (Fig. 1A) . Central to the ejection process is the annulus -a row of 12-13 cells 27 that forms a crest to one side of a spherical capsule enclosing the spores. As the annulus 28 cells lose water by evaporation, their thickened radial walls are forced closer together 29 while lateral walls collapse internally (Fig. 1B, movie S1 ). The whole annulus is thus 30 bent out of shape much like an accordion in the hands of a musician. The strong change 31 in curvature (Fig. 1B&D) 
